Borough of Portland C
September 9, 2024

On September 9, 2024, at 7:00 PM, the Borough Council of the Borough of Portland, Northampton County,
Pennsylvania, met for a regular meeting at the Portland Borough Municipal Building, 206 Division Street,

Portland, Pennsylvania.

Call to Order — President Lance Prator called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call — Council Members: Lance Prator, President, Stephanie Steele, Vice-President, Lisa Prator, Karen
Pteiffer, and Susan Ivancich were present. Bruce Cialfi arrived at 7:28 P.M. as noted below. Patrick McHugh

was absent.

Others Present — Mayor Heather Fischer, Borough Solicitor- Michael Gaul, Borough Engineer-Mark Bahnick
and Borough Secretary/Treasurer-Lori Sliker were present.  Also, present- Chief Todd Pysher, Tara
Mezzanotte, John Stoutland, Terry Abramson, and Hubert McHugh

Editor 5 note: Recording of the meeting by Mayor Heather Fischer, Borough Council members or members of
the public are for personal use only, and do not constitute official Borough action, or an official record, unless
expressly authorized by specific Borough Council action.

Approval of the Meeting Agenda and any Amendments:
President Prator asked if there were any amendments to the agenda.

Solicitor Gaul advised that the date for the Garbage Bid opening was listed incorrectly and an amended
agenda should be posted indicating the opening date of the bid as September 20, 2024 @ 2:00 P.M.

A motion was made by Councilmember Lisa Prator to amend the agenda correcting the opening bid
date/time to September 20, 2024, at 2:00 P.M.: seconded by Councilmember Stephanie Steele. Vote 5-0-

0; Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember gtephanie Steele to approve the August 5, 2024, Council meeting
minutes as presented, seconded by Councilmember Karen Pfeiffer. Vote 5-0-0; Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember Stephanie Steele to approve the August 26, 2024, Council
meeting minutes as presented, seconded _by Councilmember Lisa Prator. Vote 5-0-0; Motion Carried.

Secretary/Treasurer Report:

The Secretary presented the August 2024 Financial Report for review/approval.
Bills Presented for Payment: --
Borough Operations $ 17,088.95
Sewer Operations $ 25,954.73
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Garbage Operations , $ 5,628.82
Estimate Payroll & Payroll Taxes, July 2024 $ 6,300.00
Estimate WEX Sunoco Fuel, July 2024 $ 550.00
Escrow - Ultra Poly B#3-(King, Spry; VanCleef) $  619.00
Escrow- RPL East $  180.00
TOTAL $ 56,321.50

A motion was made by Councilmember Stephanie Steele to approve the August 2024 Financial Report
and pay the bills, seconded by Councilmember Karen Pfeiffer. Vote 3-0-2 (Lisa Prator & Lance Prator-

abstained) Motion Carried.

that while the Sewer Regulations may have a provision that permits a property owner to ask the Borough
Council to approve a temporary suspension of charges, Ms. Abramson never made such a request. The
Borough historically has charged property owners at least a minimum fee based on the availability of service,
which it is allowed to do. Service has been available to her property, regardless of her decisions as to what she
1s currently doing with the property. Ms. Abramson stated she will pay the bill.

Terry Abramson - Parking issue — Ms. Abramson advised that she has a plan to provide parking at 427
Delaware Avenue address which will remove six (6) vehicles from the street. She provided the Council with
the plans showing the retaining wall for the parking area. Ms. Abramson has spoken to Keller Zoning
regarding her plan; in addition, Penn Dot has advised that if she has signs for each parking spot that states they
must back into the parking spot. This will prevent the cars from backing out onto Rt. 611. The Borough
Engineer advised that he received Ms. Abramson’s information from Tina at Keller Zoning and that the
proposal has not been addressed yet. He will review the plan and provide comments on the Borough’s

requirements.

John Stoutland - Dumpster — Mr. Stoutland would like to replace his nine (9) garbage cans for his properties at
108-112 State Street with a dumpster. Mr. Stoutland advised that Northampton County Tax Assessment
classifies the properties as commercial. Solicitor Gaul advised that the Council is currently reviewing the
classification of multi-unit apartment buildings for purposes of residential garbage collection and billing, and
he has provided Council with two (2) proposed resolutions for consideration at the next meeting. President
Prator advised Mr. Stoutland that a decision will not be made tonight but perhaps the next meeting and invited
him to return to the next meeting. |

Route I80-Route 611 Updates: Tara Mezzanotte, Liaison

Ms. Mezzanotte advised the Council that the tribal monitor was on site earlier than anticipated and there were
no artifacts found. NJDOT has not responded to the posed questions from the last meeting to date. Federal
Highway meetings have five (5) scheduled projects, but they have hit a wall and are still working on how to
approach it.

Councilmember Bruce Cialfi arrived at 7:28 PM.

Resolution Requesting I-80/Rt. 611 Delaware Water Gap (DWG) Actions - Solicitor Gaul presented the
Proposed Resolution #2024-19 requesting I-80/Rt. 611 Delaware Water Gap (DWG) actions to the Council for
consideration. Solicitor Gaul advised that he provided a pared down resolution for Councils consideration in

accordance with Council’s direction; basically, the resolution states that the Council wants to see things done
In an expeditious manner; and for someone to take the leadership role.
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ber Lisa Prator to adopt Resolution #2024-19-Resolutuion
seconded by Councilmember Karen Pfeiffer. Vote
S-1-0 (opposed-Stephanie Steele); Motion Carried.

Borough Engineers Report: Mark Bahnick, VanCleef Engineer
DRBC draft docket — no update

COVID Grant Projects — Stormwater and Wastewater — Mr. Bahnick advised

underground pipes was completed today, Sewer —

the work to locate the
Membranes -

will provide an update at the September 23, 2024, meeting.
rth to resolve the issues and purchase the membranes.

A motion was made by Councilm

seconded by Councilmember Lis
advice from Solicitor

ember Karen Pfeiffer to return from executive s

ession at 8:20 P.M.,
a Prator. Vote 6-0-0; Motion Carried.

Possible litigation and legal

Portland Steel use of property/sanitary s
professional consultant was asking for

would be applicable to rebuilding of t
Solicitor Gaul wil] respond to the consu

CWer requirements — Solicitor Gaul reported that the property owner’s
some guidance on whether the

SALDO and Floodplain regulations
he destroyed former building,

or a smaller one within its footprint.
[tant after obtaining input of the Borough Engineer and Zoning Officer.

Riordan Service Proposal —

Councilmember Stephanie S
chase Sewer Blowers with e

teele presented the Riordan Service Proposal to pur-
xtra filters for $1,720.00

filters for $1,720.00, subject to the Borough’s standard additional terms and conditions; seconded by
Councilmember Lisa Prator. Vote 6-0-0; Motion Carried

2 addendums should be sent to

g completed. The secretary has an addendum regarding the liability insurance
and will contact the solicitor regardi
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Streets Committee:
Co-Starts Salt — President Prator advised that the Borough received an email on August 28, 2024, stating that
they will store the salt for Portland at no cost.

A motion was made by Councilmember Karen Pfeiffer to schedule the leaf vacuum from COG for No-
vember 20-22, 2024, for $75.00 per day; seconded by Councilmember Bruce Cialfi. Vote 6-0-0; Motion

Carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember Stephanie Steele to hire Michael Hunsicker as a part-time police
officer for up to 25 hours per week at $24.00 per hour, subject all necessary clearances, seconded by
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A motion was made by Councilmember Lisg Prator to adopt Resolution #2024-20, authorizing
€mergency police department expenditures, seconded by Councilmember Bruce Cialfi. Vote 6-0-0;
Motion Carried.

Mayor's Report:

Mayor Fischer advised that Representative Flood along with Mayor Fischer will be going to Rt. 611 once the
work starts.

Founders Day is October 19, 2024-they are going to have a tractor with trajler instead of the trolley,
community smores table will be built — Slate Belt Rising reached out and they will be sending money for
Benches, smores table, pumpkins, craft material for a do-it-yourself table.

Sanitation Committee: President Prator advised that the Garbage Bid has been placed on Penn Bid and will
be opened on September 20, 2024 @ 2:00 PM on the computer. The bids will be discussed at the September
23, 2024, Council meeting — Portland Municipal Building.




Borough of Portland Council Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2024

Slate Belt Rising: Coun

cilmember Stephanie Steele advised that the kayaks
the next couple of weeks.

should be placed downtown in

Old Business:
Iolls for Bridge — EZ Pass - President Prator advised that since the staff do not cross the toll bridge that often
we should just use the to]] by plate.

Parking-striping out parking

President Prator advised that the Winter Maintenance Agreement 2024-2029 — was forwarded to Solicitor Gau]
for review. The Solicitor provided a brief overview of the

A motion was made
2024-2029 Winter

return it to Penn Dot, seconded by
Councilmember Lisa Prator. Vote 6-0

President Prator advised that the

Liquid Fuels monijes has been received from Penn Dot in the amount of
$17,482.88. -
Councilmember Stephanie Steele would like to purchase a DeWalt Cordless Drill for $160.00 for use at the
Borough.
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Reminder: Next meetings: Monday, September 23, 2024
Monday, October 7, 2024

Respectfully Submitted,

v g

Lori Sliker, Borough Secretary



